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PALOMAR HEALTH SIGNS CEO TO NEW CONTRACT

Diane Hansen will continue to lead organization through at least 2022
The Palomar Health board of directors has agreed to a new 27-month contract with its current CEO,
Diane Hansen. Her previous contract expired on September 10.
In announcing their decision to extend a new contract to Hansen, which she accepted, Palomar Health
Board Chair Richard Engel, MD said Hansen and her administrative team had engineered “a remarkable
turnaround in many important areas” of the organization since taking the helm in 2017, first as interim
CEO and later as permanent president and CEO.
Some of the successes Dr. Engel cited are: raising the system’s patient quality rankings in Leapfrog to A
and B, instituting a capital improvement project that has invested more than $70 million in equipment
replacement and program expansion, opening a new Crisis Stabilization Unit, negotiating a new labor
agreement and improving the organization’s financial foundation. He also cited her strong leadership
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In an effort to set precedent for all future CEO contract negotiation, the board consulted with multiple
nationally recognized experts in CEO contracts and compensation packages and drafted a contract that is
commensurate with comparable hospital system CEOs.
“The contract is based on credible, independent and unbiased market analysis that is fair to both Ms.
Hansen and the organization,” Dr. Engel said, adding that the COVID pandemic impact on executive
compensation was factored into the proposal.
“I am confident Diane is the right leader for Palomar Health and I can unequivocally say we are very
fortunate to have her as our CEO at this extremely critical time,” Dr. Engel said.
###
About Palomar Health
Established in 1948, the award-winning team at Palomar Health provides the most comprehensive health care in North San
Diego County through its two medical centers and more than 900 affiliated medical providers serving more than half a million
people. Palomar Health is San Diego County’s only member of the Mayo Clinic Care Network and is nationally recognized as
operating one of America’s 250 Best Hospitals; a Best 100 Hospital for joint replacement and orthopedic surgery; a Best
Hospital for stroke care, heart care and bariatric surgery; a Diabetes and Stroke Center of Excellence; and a Blue Distinction
Center for spine surgery, cardiac care and maternity. Through its network of providers, Palomar Health offers medical services

in virtually all fields of medicine including primary care, cardiovascular care, emergency services, trauma, cancer, orthopedics,
women’s health, behavioral health, rehabilitation, robotic surgery and bariatric surgery at offices strategically located
throughout the North San Diego County region. For more information please visit www.PalomarHealth.org. You can also
follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

